The Happy Prince 
After Reading
A. Answer the following questions.
1. The seamstress son was ill and wants some oranges, but she can’t buy them for her ill little boy. Happy Prince feels pity for the poor lady and her son. So, he sends a ruby for them. The swallow puts the ruby on the table besides the lady and fans the boy’s forehead with her wings.
2. The prince sends one sapphire to the poor playwright so that he could finish a play for the director of the theatre in time. The other sapphire he sends to the poor math girl whose matches had fallen into the gutter and she was afraid that her father would beat her for this loss. 
3. When the swallow flies over the city, it sees the rich are making merry and the poor are struggling in the harsh weather. It flies into the dark lanes and sees the pale faces of starving children. 
4. Swallow did not leave the prince because it was touched by the kindness and generosity of the prince. The prince gave his sapphire eyes to the needy and became blind. Swallow wanted to stay with the prince and wanted to help him every way. 
5. The precious things mentioned in the story are the leaden heart of the happy prince and the dead bird. They are both precious because they were kind and selfless. The prince was very sad to see the ugliness and miseries of his city. He gave away all his precious stones and gold to make his people happy. The little swallow was precious because he sacrificed his life to help people by carrying the Prince’s messages to the poor.
Language Skills
B. Match the phrasal verbs with their meanings. 
i. Bear away – Overlook 
ii. Cut in – Interrupt
iii. Look for – Search for
iv. Pass by – Win
v. Put up – To raise
vi. Take off – Remove 



The Nightingale and the Rose
After Reading
A. Answer the following questions.
1. The nightingale compares love emeralds, opals, pearls and pomegranate because it can’t be purchased nor can be weighed. 
2. The other plants and animals thought that the student was a foolish and his grief was ridiculous. They made fun of him. But nightingale wants to help the student. She has a deep sympathy for his feelings. 
3. The nightingale finds three rose trees in the garden and promises them to sing the sweetest song for them in exchange of the red rose. The first tree has white rose, second one has yellow roses and the third one is the red rose tree but it doesn’t have any blooms that time. So the rose tree tells her that the only way to get a red rose is to build it out of music by moonlight, and stain it with your own heart’s blood. The nightingale follows the advice of the tree and sacrifices his life to get the red rose. 
4. The nightingale was inspired by the student’s true love for the girl. To help him to get his true love, the nightingale was willing to sacrifice for the student. 
5. The students’ love interest rejects the red rose by saying that it was not matching with her dress. She received real jewels from other person which was costlier than a red rose. 
Language Skills
A. Personification 
	Personified Items
	Examples

	Green lizard
	The little lizard, who was something of a cynic, laughed outright.

	Tree
	The tree shook its head.

	Daisy
	Whispered a daisy to his neighbor in a soft, low voice. 



B. Match the words with their synonyms.
i. Depend – Bank on
ii. Outright – Downright 
iii. Bitter – Harsh
iv. Weeping – Sobbing 
v. Merely – Hardly 
vi. Wonderful – Admirable 
C. Fill in the blanks with appropriate words derived from the ones given in brackets.
1. childhood	2. enabled 	3. reconsider 	4. underestimate 	5. nonsense 	
6. valued 	7. unwell	8. impatient 	9. look over 	10. extra ordinary  

The Selfish Giant
After Reading
A. Answer the following questions.
1. The giant had a lovely garden but he did not allow the children to play in it. So that the giant is called selfish.
2. The giant’s garden remained cold throughout the year. Neither the spring nor the summer visited the giant’s garden. This made the giant very sad.
3. There was still winter in one of the farthest corners of the garden. A little boy was wandering all-around a tree to reach up to its branches. Even the tree bent its branches as low as it could but the boy was too tiny. As the tree could not get the gentle touch of the child, so it was covered with snow and frost. Thus it was winter there.
4. The little boy was standing in the farthest corner of the garden. He was trying to reach the branch of a big tree, but he couldn’t do so because he was too small to climb such a big tree. The giant saw this scene and his heart melted. he lifted the boy and put him on the branch of the tree. The boy felt quite happy and he kissed the Giant. This gesture touched the Giant’s heart.
5. The white blossoms that covered the giant indicate that he was not selfish anymore. He had been blessed with paradise after his death. 
Language Skills
A. Write down the opposites of the underlined words.
i. heaven – hell
ii. found – lost 
iii. slowly – fast
iv. sad – happy 
B. Match the words in column ‘A’ with their meanings in column ‘B’.
i. prosecute – to take legal action
ii. trespasser – intruder
iii. hasten – walk quickly
iv. hail – balls of ice
v. slay – kill 

The Devoted Friend
After Reading
A. Answer the following questions.
1. The story of Hans and Miller was applicable to Water-rat because Water-rat was selfish like Miller. 
2. We first suspect that the Miller was not really a very good friend of Hans when he condemns his life saying that he would not go to Hans until snow lasted and that he would go when spring comes so that Hans should have enough flowers to give them. 
3. When Miller intended to visit Hans during spring she admired him by saying that he was a good and kind-hearted person. She also gave a basket to Miller to bring primroses from Hans’s garden. This proves that Miller’s wife reveal that she too was ready to exploit the generosity of Hans. 
4. One day, when Hans was busy in his work in the garden to nail up the creepers, roll the grass and water the flowers, Miller being a clever fellow, promised him to give him wheel barrow. One day, Miller brought a large sack of flowers and asked Hans to go to the market that time Hans was busy in his garden work so refused to go with Miller. That time Miller persuaded Hans not to refuse as he was going to give him his wheel-barrow. 
5. The Miller’s claim to have been Hans’s best friend is completely false. He is the most selfish, mean and cunning fellow. He did not give anything to Hans, but went on making him do his work in return for the wheel-barrow, he had promised to give. 
Language Skills 
1. Phrase that proves that Hans is a naïve “he consoled himself by the reflection that Miller was his best friend.”
2. “and there poor Little Hans was drowned” the Oscar Wilde wrote this sentence in the passive voice because he wanted to emphasize the action Hans received for his generosity. 

The Remarkable Rocket
After Reading
A. Answer the following questions.
1. The prince and the princess performed the Rose-dance together. The king played the flute. He played very badly but still the prince and the princess danced very beautifully and joyfully.
2. Two ways in which Wilde describes the firework display are Aurora Borealis and Polytechnic art. 
3. Rocket was literally moved to tears by his own self-importance. Roman candle advised him to keep himself dry and the Bengal light was agreed saying that it was his common sense. This point shows rocket’s lack of self-knowledge.
4. The Rocket attempts to belittle the Duck, stating that she must be a poor person of the countryside if she does not recognize someone as noble, sophisticated, and famous as he. He tells her that she will be impressed to hear that he can fly up in the air and explode “in a shower of golden rain.”
5. The rocket thinks that person emotions, imagination, consciousness all depend on the home or family he belongs to. 
Language Skills
A. Phrase “we passed resolutions condemning everything that we did not like” shows that the duck is a practical character.
B. When rocket proudly announces about his friendship with the prince, Bengal Light ironically says this sentence. Bengal Light was not happy with the rude attitude of the rocket. Sarcastically, he reverts on rocket’s proud attitude. 
C. Idioms and their meanings.
i. To lose one’s head – to become confused 
ii. To put one’s best foot forward – to do one’s best
iii. To have something up one’s sleeve – to have some secret for use when needed
iv. To be down in the mouth – to be dejected
v. To elbow one’s way – to force one’s way
vi. To take something to heart – to be much affected by something
vii. To give an eye for an eye – to retaliate, to inflict similar punishment
viii. To give somebody a big hand – to applaud somebody generously
ix. From the bottom of one’s heart – very sincerely
x. As plain as the nose on one’s face – easily or plainly seen
  
